ABSTRACT: Reparative therapy is a process through which reparative therapists believe they can and should make heterosexuals out of homosexuals. At the present time, most professional regulating bodies have banned the use of reparative therapy. In addition, reparative therapy is not supported by any reliable quantitative or qualitative studies. In spite of the lack of empirical substantiation, reparative therapists continue to practice, arguing that prior quantitative studies, as well as client self-determination, validate their methods. With a knowledge base originally grounded in psychoanalytic theory, current applications of reparative therapy cross not only scientific and psychological, but also social, political, and religious boundaries. The current trend promoting reparative therapy occurs through the conglomeration of the social, political, and religious dimensions of organizations that champion the cause of creating former homosexuals. Persons who identify as former homosexuals espouse the saving graces of a mixture of reparative therapy with various forms of religious counseling, on occasion offered by faith-based providers. The purpose of this paper is shed new light on the process and theory behind reparative therapy. This paper will attempt to provide social work clinicians with the knowledge necessary to understand and formulate an informed opinion about the use of reparative therapy for homosexuality.
INTRODUCTION
Recent scientific, religious, and political indictments of homosexuality have led to an increased use of reparative or sexual conversion Clinical Social Work Journal, Vol. 32, No. 4, Winter 2004 (Ó 2004 therapy (Haldeman, 1999; Mills, 1999; Mondimore, 1996; Robinson, 2000; Romesburg, 1997; Schreier, 1998) . Reparative therapy is a process through which reparative therapists assert they can and should convert homosexuals into heterosexuals. Reparative therapists believe in the indisputable mutability of homosexuality and have selected psychoanalytic theory as their knowledge base for practice. Reparative therapy ''places social conformity above the needs of the individual. It can be further defined as an authoritarian treatment approach'' (Drescher, 1999, p. 65) . And as scientific, religious, and political ideologies continue to view homosexuality as psychopathological and immoral behavior, rather than an integral part of an individual's identity, homosexuality remains criminally, morally, spiritually, and psychologically codified (Robinson, 2000) . At the same time, reparative therapy has been banned by the American Psychiatric Association, the American Psychological Association, the American Counseling Association, the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Medical Association, and the National Association of Social Workers (Herek, 1999; Mills, 1999; NASW, 1992; Robinson, 2000) .
THEORETICAL CONVICTIONS
The overriding conviction attaching reparative therapy to psychoanalytic theory is the hypothesis that male homosexuals are attempting to repair their wounded male gender identity, which was shattered during a pre-oedipal crisis (Nicolosi, 1991; Socarides, 1978) . The preoedipal crisis is believed to be the direct result of the male child experiencing his father as distant and cold (Nicolosi; Socarides). The male child symbiotically attaches to his mother, leading him into a female gender identity (Nicolosi; Socarides). Reparative therapists contend that the formation of a female gender identity in the male child produces the pathological expression of the subverted masculinity through homosexuality (Nicolosi; Socarides).
According to reparative therapists, the male homosexual now begins the lifelong search for his lost (male) gender identity (Nicolosi, 1991) . To reparative therapists, this can only be accomplished through the literal incorporation of other males through engagement in homosexual behavior (Nicolosi, 1991; Socarides, 1978) . Reparative therapists use psychoanalytic interpretation and assert that male homosexuality is an attempt to absorb, or ingest their misplaced masculinity by feeding upon and impaling themselves on other males (Socarides). Reparative therapists target male homosexuality as a primitive ego defense
